
COCAL V Press Release For Immediate Release 






“It's Time For A New Deal”


MONTREAL-October 4th, 2003. Canadian members of the Coalition for Contingent Academic Labour (COCAL) are hosting this weekend the fifth COCAL Conference at Concordia University.  The Conference has been organized by the Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT), the Concordia University Part-time Faculty Association and the  Fédération nationale des enseignantes et enseignants du Québec  (FNEEQ-CSN)


With an estimated 200 participants the Conference brings together the major faculty and educational associations who are addressing the contingency of academic labour in universities and colleges in North America. Since the first meeting in Washington, DC, each gathering of the coalition has grown. Supporting the conference are such diverse federations as the: American National Education Association (NEA), American Association of University Teachers (AAUP), American Federation of Teachers (AFT), Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT), Canadian Union of Public Employees, Fédération autonome du collégial (FAC), and Fédération nationale des enseignantes et des enseignants du Québec (FNEEQ). Academic labour organizations and local faculty unions from some 75 different universities and colleges are represented. 


The COCAL V Conference here  in Montreal, marks a number of firsts for the Coalition of Contingent  Academic Labor. For the  first time academic labour representatives from Canada, the United States and Mexico are scheduled to attend this North American event. Simultaneous translation in English and French will also be available throughout the conference.

Representative will take part in plenary sessions that will focus on "The State of Contingent Academic Labour  in North America", "Academic Freedom", and "The Globalization of Contingency". In addition to this, delegates will also voice their concerns in workshops geared at tackling problems involving the working conditions of contract academic labour from “Distance Education and Intellectual Property” to “Benefits”.

This Conference  marks an important opportunity for academic labour leaders from the United States, Mexico and Canada to exchange  in common strategies that seek to address the plight of part-time and adjunct faculty.

The Conference is a timely occasion for all part-time faculty unions across Quebec. 
This fall part-time faculty unions are scheduled to enter negotiations of  their 
respective collective agreements It's time for all governments, colleges and Universities to address the meagre working conditions for contract faculty. It’s time for a new deal.
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